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—

Ornithologicul Notes from the Alix and Buffalo

Lake Districts, Province of Alberta, Canada, 1914. By
Charles B. Horsbrugh.

The following notes concerning the birds of tliis particular

part of the province of Alberta relate to those whose identity

I am certain of. The list might have contained a few others,

but I hesitated to include uncertainties, which another season

will unfold. This district, wherein I have resided since April,

is well wooded and is fairly hilly, with numerous small and

large sloughs. To paraphrase a well-known song, it can be

stated that " every little homestead has a snipe-marsh of its

own,'' and bird-life, except in tlie winter, is abundant.

Buffalo Lake, which lies about seven miles north-east of

Alix, is a huge expanse of water, roughly about twenty-one

miles long by eight miles broad, with a coast-line, so report

says, of about two hundred miles. Bird-life there is also

abundant and interesting, but the advance of civilization

lias caused many of the larger birds, such as pelicans, cor-

morants, gulls, etc., which frequented the lake in olden days,

to depart elsewhere. Of late years the ducks are following

the examjile of the pelicans and cranes, owing to ruthless

slaughter and slack or inefficient preservation, though good

sport is obtained still by the local sportsmen. This last

season was an excellent one for Buffed Grouse and Prairie

chicken, but I believe a poor one for geese.

The village of Alix is situated on rolling well-wooded

country, about halfway between the well-known towns of

Edmonton and Calgary. It is an important railway centre,

and the Canadian Pacific, Grand Trunk, and Canadian

jNorthern railways cross each other at this point. For the

last seven years the average rainfall has been 17'52 inches,

I have follovred the nomenclature and classification of the

A. 0. U. Check-list.

.ffichmophorus occidentalis. Western Grebe.

At Haunted Lakes, on May 17, two pairs of Western

Grebes were swimming about side by side, repeatedly lowering
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tlicir beaks to lightly touch their shoulders for a second's

duration. A few more pairs arrived by the 24th, and yet

more towards the end of the month, when they then began

to buihl their nests.

On June 1, 1 went for ten days to Buffalo Lake, and

counted six pairs ; but towards the end of my visit, from

one spot I observed thirty-two pairs and there must have

been manv more in other parts of this huge expanse of water.

I preserved a dead specimen presented me by a farmer, and

found its gizzard full of the bird's own feathers and water-

weeds. Nesting had just begun when I arrived at the lake,

and I found many nests, the majority containing from one

to three eggs. These were usually concealed under the

rotting vegetation used in the construction of their nests,

and were placed amongst the reeds bordering the edge of the

lake. Close to this colony we found numerous nests of the

Pied-billed Grebes, but no full clutches were seen—the Crows

probably accounting for many a despoiled nest.

On November 19 I received a fine male Western Grebe

from a friend in Alix which, for the time of year, surprised

me, although 1 have heard reports about these birds being

frozen into the ice, so late have they delayed migration.

Colynihus holboelli. Holboell's Grebe.

The loud queerysome wail of this species during the mating

season seems to be uttered at all times of the day and night.

On a small lake opposite our house, in which we dwelt for

our first three months in Alix, a pair appeared on May 7,

and I observed them closely during this period. As soon as

the hen bird began to sit (about May 25) they were fairly

quiet and became so tame that I could approach close to the

nest, but the moment I was discovered, the female would

at once start to rapidly and thoroughly cover her eggs.

Although I found a number of nests of this bird in the

neighbourhood of our village, I never observed more than

five eggs in a clutch. jNIr. F. INI. Chapman states the clutcli

to consist of from three to eight eggs.

HolboelTs Grebe seemed to be rare on Buffalo Lake.
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It is a curious sight to witness the courting antics of these

hirds. A pair may be swimming about within a short distance

of one another, when the m;ile, on nearer approach to the

female, suddenly raises liis body at right angles to the water

and vigorously pursues her for a yard or two. The latter

also progresses in this curious fashion, and both birds always

Avail at the top of their voices. This weird performance is

gone through several times in the cours^e of the day, and

possibly night.

Colymlms auritus. Horned Grebe.

On another small lake close to our house I noticed a

single l)ird of the above species on May 3, and three more on.

tlie following day. A few days later, whilst watching a pair

of Golden-eye and Canvas-backed Ducks on this same spot,

I saw a female Grebe dive and viciously nip the male Canvas-

back on the belly. The latter, after being thus " torpedoed,"

flew off to more peaceful waters.

These Grebes also assume quaint courting attitudes : one

of the most usual is that the male bird lays his head and

neck parallel with the water, at other times hunching-up

his back aud keeping head and neck in-drawn to the body.

I do not remember ever seeing these birds take flight. They

were common everywhere as the nesting-season approached,

and as a rule were remarkably tame. On May 13 a pair

Avere busy nest-building, and by the i8th had made a bulky

structure, which had its base on the bottom of the lake in

about two feet of water. The birds swam right up to me

whilst immersed to my knees, but Avere voiceless. By the

30th of the month another nest on a small pond contained

four fresh eggs, whilst the pair previously mentioned had

two eggs.

Podilymhus podiceps. Pied-billed Grebe.

On June 2, at Buffalo Lake, I obtained an excellent

photograph of a nest containing seven eggs, and at Spotted

Lake found a fairly large colony on June 19 (see note

under Franklin's Gull) . These birds appeared much more

warv than the Western and Holboell's Grebes.
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Gavia immer. Great Northern Diver or Loon.

Badly-mounted specimens of this liandsome bird are

generally exhibited in most taxidermists"' shops in this

country% It does not appear to be as common as I expected

to find it, and my notes are therefore scanty. It was

re[)orted to me that a specimen was to be seen on the

lake at Alix village on May 20, and I saw this bird and

its mate there on June 7. I could find no trace of a

nest. Their weird cries reminded me of the time when my
friend Dr. Bowdler Sharpe and I nsed to watch them on

the Sundalsoren fiord, Norway, in May and June, 1899.

I have reason to believe that another pair reared one young

on a lake ai)out four miles south of Alix. On Buffalo Lake

they appear to be very^ rare. !Mr. George Cook informed

me he ])icked up a dead specimen in June of the present year

on the shore, and ]Mr. James Brindle told me he saw one

on June 3. I saw no specimens during my visit there.

Larns marinus. Greater Black-backed Gull.

On entering Halifax Harbour, ]March 28, a few of these

Gulls Mere observed.

Lams franklini. Franklin's Gull.

On April 24 three Franklin's Gulls were seen near

Alix, and on May 4 six in the same locality. From this date

onwards they were one of the commonest birds over a wide

tract of countr3\ On Buffalo Lake and many small lakes

during June and July they congregated by the thousand,

and were always particularly noisy. This species does

not appear to nest on the lake, although feeding there

extensively ; but on a fair-sized expanse of water within a

mile or two of the village of Mirror they do so abundantly.

This swamp is called Spotted Lake, on account of the

numerous and isolated, clumps of reeds of varying sizes,

I visited this colony with my friend Mr. George Cook,

of Buffalo Lake, on June 19. My notes for this day^s

trip read as follows:— ^' To enter tlie lake we had haul
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Avork towing a ])unt against the stream of a narrow canal,

which was one of tlie exits for the overflow of water, for

about two miles. During our progress we flushed several

Spotted Sandpipers and a Short-eared Owl from the banks.

We also discovered a Scaup's nest at the bottom of the bank,

containing ten eggs, which were almost a-wash, the nest being

hardly worthy of the name. Entering the lake we soon found

quantities of Gulls' nests and young in downy plumage

everywhere. Their nests somewhat resemble Coots', being

fairly bulky affairs made entirely of dead reeds. We found

them in colonies amidst the reedy patches, and the majority

of the nests contained two eggs, all of Avhich seemed on the

point of hatching out. We computed the number of Gulls

in this spot to approach four thousand. Their noisy clamour

could be heard for a considerable distance. A fair-sized

colony of Pied-billed Grebes also nest amongst the reeds, and

altliough numerous nests were found none contained more

than three eggs. A nest of the Canvas-backed Duck w^ith

six eggs of the Common Pochard was found completely

submerged, doubtless on account of the heavy rains during

the early part of the month. We noticed one Common
Tern and only a few pairs of ducks (sp. ?). Dr. Henry

George of Red Deer took two eggs of the Sand-hill Crane

on this lake in 1895, but I believe these birds have long

since ceased to nest hereabouts.'^

My wife and I managed to rear a young Franklin's Gull

to maturity, feeding it at first on hard-boiled eggs and bread,

and at the present time of writing we hear it is doing well

in the Zoological Gardens at A^ancouver, B.C. The bulk of

the Gulls appear to migrate south about the beginning

of August, but a few were observed at Alix on September 1 7,

and a little later at Buffalo Lake.

Lams argentatus, Herring-Gull,

This seems to be a rare bird and, I am informed, used to

nest on the islands in Buffalo Lake. I only observed a

pair there on June 2 and another on the 7th.
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Sterna hirundo. Common Tern.

I first observed this species at Haunted Lakes, outside

the village of Alix, on May \7 , where a few were diving for

fish at the narrows of the lake. On a small neighbouring

lake I found these birds breeding. On the point of a small

island they had laid their eggs in the dried sandy mud, and

I fouud about six or seven nests, each containing two eggs.

This Tern is far less numerous than the Black Tern in this

part of the country.

Hydrochelidon nigra surinamensis. Black Tern.

I found this a very common bird during the spring and

summer mouths, nesting in small colonies on many a little

slough and backwater. The nests, composed of water-weeds

and decayed grasses and reeds, are often fairly bulky struc-

tures about four to five inches high. Considerable variation

exists in regard to size and colour among the eggs of this

species. The young soon after hatching are very difficult to

discover amongst the long grass on the sloughs. At Buffalo

Lake, on June 2, I found several completed nests but only

one egg. I was informed that hundreds roost in the reeds

around this lake.

Anas platyrhynchos. Wild Duck.

Together with the Greater Scaup this is the commonest

species here. It arrived about April 7. I found many
nests, the first, containing eleven eggs, being at Haunted

Lakes on May 17. This species frequently has its nest far

from water, and a favourite situation is in the growing corn.

Chaulelasmus streperus. Gad wall.

On a small slough in the vicinity of Buffalo Lake I saw

a pair of Gad wall on May 16, but I feel sure this species

must have arrived here a week or two prior to this. I

would say that they were not particularly abundant here-

abouts.

Mr. Atkinson, who also visited Buffalo Lake at the same

time as I did, found a nest with eight eggs on June 5.

SER. X.— VOL. III. 2z
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Mareca americana. American Widgeon.

Usually known as the Baldpate in this country. No-

where very common. The first pair was observed near our

house on May 4.

Nettion carolinense. Green-winged Teal.

Fairly abundant. One specimen was observed on April 24

on a small pond near our house, and two pairs on May 4.

They nest in the long grassy tussocks bordering the sloughs.

Guerquedula discors. Blue-winged Teal.

Decidedly more abundant than the former species. My
first sight of this bird here occurred on May 7, when

I flushed five pairs from a flooded meadow close to Alix,

where they feed on very minute water-snails, also water-

weeds. On August 13 I noticed a small brood of rather

young ducklings of this species close to Alix.

Spatula clypeata. Shoveller.

First pair seen here on May 7. A fairly abundant

species. Mr. Atkinson found eggs on June 8 at Buffalo

Lake, and we frequently saw parties of ducklings with the

female every day during our stay. On July 3 a Shoveller

duck was swimming about with eight quite small young

on a small pond near our new home. On August 18 I saw

some well-grown ducklings close to our house^ almost ready

to fly.

Dafila acuta. Pintail.

Several birds seen on May 4. Fairly numerous and

quite as shy as at home.

Mareca americana. Redhead.

Known here as the Redhead. According to my notes this

species appears to be a late arrival as I have no record of it

until May 27, when a pair was seen close to our home,

on one of the smaller ponds. This bird shares its incubation

duties with the Canvas-back Duck, and both Atkinson and

myself often found nests containing eggs of the two species.
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One such uest which 1 found near Buffalo Lake on June 5

held sixteen eggs. So overcrowded was it that two eggs lay

under water outside the nest. I flushed a Canvas-back,

the bulk of the eggs belonging to the other species. It is

only fairly common in these parts.

Marila vallisneria. Canvas-back.

April 7 is ray earliest record for its advent here. During

the mating season these ducks become very tame, and I have

often called them close to me, lying concealed in the bushes.

By moving a hand slowly they evince curiosity and approach

gradually to investigate. They are quite at home in

company of other ducks, as my notes for May 17 read that a

pair \vere feeding on a small lake together with pairs of

Scaup, Mallard, Buffel-head, Widgeon, Green-winged and

Blue-winged Teal, as well as a noisy pair of Holboell's Grebes.

I found a uest of the Canvas-back containing eleven eggs

on Haunted Lakes, near Alix, on May 24. This was a bulky

structure, much like a Coot's, as it was made entirely of

decayed reeds. The eggs were covered with a little down
and partially hidden under cover of the same nesting

materials. This same patch of reeds also held several nests

of Holboell's Grebe. Old residents inform me that this

species is yearly decreasing in numbers.

Marila marila. Greater Scaup.

A single pair was first noticed here on May 5. Excepting

the Mallard, this species seems to be the commonest in this

locality. During my trip to Buffalo Lake I must have seen

hundreds. Atkinson, on June 5, found a nest containing

eight eggs hidden amongst the branches of a small bush. A
local name for this bird is " Bluebill."

Clangula clangula americana. American Golden-eye.

In pairs and fairly numerous about April 7. They seemed

to become rarer towards the nesting-season, and I did not

find any trace of nests or young birds,

2z2
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Charitonetta albeola. Buffle-head,

My notes for April 24 state that these ducks were to be

seen in small numbers on all the ponds hereabouts, and in

pairs. They feed at this season on a small red worm-like

larva (mosquito?), minute stones, and water-weeds. On
May 16 I was giving some horses their morning hay,

when I suddenly saw a pair of Buffel-heads fly round the

barn a few times and the duck dive like an arrow straight

into an old decayed poplar-tree. The nesting-site was an

ancient Golden-winged Woodpecker's, about eighteen feet

above the ground, and with the aid of a thin twig I could

feel a large clutch of eggs. On the lake just below the

barn I saw a hen bird on June 18, followed by five young

ducklings, which I watched for many days. The feet of the

ducklings are dark slate, and I should like to know when

they assume the striking flesh-coloured tint of the adult.

Whilst driving a few miles south of Alix with my wife, on

June 21, we almost ran over a duck with five young. She

was leading them through the long grass towards water

(some considerable distance from the trail) and was a most

devoted parent, flying around very close to us until we

passed on. These birds are excellent eating, but if wounded

are almost impossible to retrieve on account of their diving

powers. The local name given them is " Butter-balls."

This species seems to be fairly plentiful in this part of the

province, but so shy are they in the vicinity of their nesting-

sites that the latter are rarely betrayed. I located two

other nests, but could not find the exact spots. These birds

are reported to nest in holes in the ground if suitable trees

are scarce.

Oidemia deglandi. White-winged Scoter.

At Haunted Lakes, on May 10, my notes record "many
pairs of these ducks.^' Whilst staying at Buffalo Lake in

June I saw many hundreds, and they were quite the

commonest species. They nest round the lake, inland

amongst the bushes, much later than other species. Mr.

George Cook informed me that he had found nests in late

July.
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Erisniatura jamaicensis. Ruddy Duck.

I came across several pairs of this handsome species at

Buffalo Lake in June, but had no success iu discovering a

nest. Mr. George Cook showed me eggs he had taken

a year or two ago. On Parlby Lake, Alix, I observed

a pair which were fairly tame. The curious position of the

tail—at right angles to the body—determines the species at

a considerable distance.

Chen hyperboreus hyperboreus. Lesser Snow Goose.

Mr. James Briudle sent me a pair of these birds—a lucky

shot having secured five specimens at once—from Buffalo

Lake on September 26. They were excellent eating. On
October 8 I received another male from the same locality.

Almost a thousand, or even more, were noisily migrating

south over Alix on October 26 during day and night.

Branta canadensis canadensis. Canada Goose.

I have only seen a single bird on a small pond a few miles

north of our house on May 19, and a pair at Buffalo Lake

on June 3. My host, Mr. Brindle, owned a pair of tame

ones which quickly lured the wild visitors to their deaths.

These birds are not protected on account of the damage they

cause to the crops ; as a result, persecution yearly diminishes

their numbers.

Olor sp. ? Swans.

Mr. Walter Parlby reported three swans on his lake, about

2^ miles west of Alix, for a few days, and I also heard of a

flock of seven, on Haunted Lakes, during the last week in

April.

Botanrus lentiginosns. American Bittern.

A fairly common summer resident. I first observed

a pair at Haunted Lakes on May 10, and flushed a bird

off a nest with two eggs at Buffalo Lake on June 5, and

Mr. Atkinson found another with four eggs on the 6th.

The call of this bird is certainly one of the weirdest I have

ever heard, and at first I failed to determine what caused

it. The bird which Mr. Atkinson flushed, he said, sat on
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its nest during a heavy shower, with its bill pointing

heavenwards.

Ardea herodias herodias. Great Blue Heron.

For a little while a heron of this species frequented

Haunted Lakes, and another, Parlby Lake, during the late

summer, but I did not personally see any specimens.

Porzana Carolina, Sora.

This species seems to frequent every marsh in the neigh-

bourhood of Alix. Mr. Atkinson found a nest with three

eggs at Buffalo Lake on June 1, and at the same locality I

also found a nest with nine eggs and another containing

thirteen, on the 3rd and 9th of June respectively. These

nests were very cunningly concealed in dead rushes. On
July 8 I picked up a dead Sora which had flown against

the telegraph-wires in the main street of Alix.

Fulica americana. American Coot.

Quite the commonest bird on Buffalo Lake, where I found

many nests. The average clutch contained ten eggs. I saw

two nests with twelve and thirteen eggs respectively.

I found eggs in all stages of incubation on June 1. A pair

of birds attempted to build near our house, close to a pair

of Holboell's Grebes, on a small lake. Some nests were

built with landing stages.

Steganopus tricolor. Wilson's Phalarope.

I saw a pair of these birds at Buffalo Lake on June 3,

and later found them fairly common. I flushed a pair on

June 5 out of some dried grass^ where I feel sure tliey

intended nesting.

Eecurvirostra americana. American Avocet.

On a small lake near Buffalo Lake I saw a single bird on

June 3, where the previous year Mr. George Cook had

found several clutches.

Gallinago delicata. Wilson^s Snipe,

I found this species plentiful on Buffalo Lake and also

around Alix, where I flushed a bird off four eggs on July 18.
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Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.

Not uncommon in this district. On June 21, within a

few miles of Alix, my wife and I found three newly hatched

young on the roadside, after a close search for a quarter

of an hour.

Oxyechus vociferus vociferus. Killdeer.

Two or three pairs were observed during my visit to

Buffalo Lake in June. Mr. Atkinson found a handsome

clutch of four eggs at this locality early the same month.

Another clutch had been destroyed by crows.

Bonasa mnbellus togata. Canada Ruffed Grouse.

This last season was an excellent one for grouse, as coveys

were large and numerous. A nest with ten eggs was found

near the house on May 25. These birds are quite fearless

and afford poor sport, as they are not easily flushed, even

with a dog. They are very bold in defence of their young,

and endeavour to lure one away from the vicinity of their

brood or nest by feigning a broken wing.

Perdix perdix var. Hungarian Partridge.

Mr. Walter Parlby informed me that fifteen brace of

these birds, received from New York, were turned down in

April 1909 close to Alix. Unfortunately a snow-storm,

which doubtless caused many deaths, occurred next day.

Various reports stated that a few birds were seen the

following year, but since then they seem to have disappeared.

The annual report of the Department of Agriculture for

Alberta for 1913 states that " the Hungarian or European

Partridge (no scientific name given), which was imported

and distributed in the Calgary district some few years ago,

has increased to such an extent that it has been deemed

advisable to declare an open season.^' The bag limit was

placed at twenty-five birds for the season, and five per

day, the open season being during the months of October

and November.
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Tympanuchus americanus americaniis. Prairie Chicken.

A fairly common species and very tame during the nesting-

season, but wild enough soon after the shooting-season

opens.

Zenaidura macroura macronra. Mourning Dove,

I received a specimen from Mr. George Cook, which he

shot at Buffalo Lake on November 9. He states that it is

very rare and this was the only one seen.

Circus hudsonius. Marsh Hawk.

May 13 is my first record for this species, which later

in the season may daily be seen flying over the sloughs in

search of prey. I received a young male in the flesh on

September 17.

Accipiter velox. Sharp-shinned Hawk.

I received an immature male bird on October 6 which was

shot near Alix. The species seems rare in this district.

Astur atricapillus atricapillus. Goshawk.

I first observed this species on May 15, flying over a lake

near our house. A fine specimen boldly flew into our poultry-

yard on October 15, but did no damage to the chickens.

I shot an immature bird on the 28th which also came to

worry the poultry. A nice male specimen, shot at Alix,

was presented to me on November 26.

Buteo borealis borealis. Red-tailed Hawk.

In a small copse bordering a large grassy slough I found

a nest of this species on May 9. It was placed in a

straight poplar about 35 feet from the ground and contained

three eggs, dullish white slightly blotched with pale red

markings, and well incubated. The birds were very noisy,

and kept in the vicinity until we left.

On June 21, shortly after my wife and I almost drove

over a brood of young Buffel-headed Ducks (see notes under

that species), we saw a Red-tailed Hawk evidently searching

for them. A pair were flying round the house on August 17,
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mewing like European Buzzards. I shot a male, heavy

in moult, on September 26. The crop contained a partly

digested squirrel.

Aquila chrysaetos. Golden Eagle.

This bird seems to be fairly common, as I saw a good

many in various taxidermists' shops and hotels at Calgary and

Edmonton. At Mirror a youth has a magnificent specimen

which was wounded at Spotted Lake about a year ago.

I observed a Golden Eagle feeding on a rabbit within a few

hundred yards of the house on October 20.

Haliaetus leucocephalus leucocephalus. Bald Eagle.

Whilst at Bufialo Lake, on May 19, a farmer showed me
a very fine specimen of this species he had picked up from

a nest which a gale had blown down, together with the

whole tree, four years ago. During the present year it has

assumed the white head and tail, which even yet are not so

pure as is attained by more adult specimens.

Mr. George Cook brought me an immature female shot

at Buffalo Lake on September 28. The spread of wings

measured seven feet two incheSj and the crop was filled with

fish.

Falco sparverins sparverius. Sparrow-Hawk.

A common summer visitant. I saw one investigating the

nesting-site of the Buffel-headed Duck I found close to the

barn (see note re Buffel-head). A single bird first seen

near Alix on May 6.

Asio wilsonianus. Long-eared Owl.

On May 24; I went to Haunted Lakes, where Mr. H.

Hickling showed me an old hawk's nest tenanted by a pair

of Great Horned Owls. Below this nest I found the legs of

a Loiig-eared Owl which had been picked by a young well-

fledged youngster of the larger species.

I received a male bird on September 26 and another on

the 13th of following month.
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Asio flammeus. Short-eared Owl.

At Buffalo Lake on June 5, Mr. Atkinson found a nest

in the long grass close to the water, with five eggs on the

point of hatching. Near the same locality Mr. George

Cook found another with four eggs on June 9. A specimen

in the flesh was shot near Alix and presented to me on

October 15.

Cryptoglanx acadica acadica. Saw-whet Owl.

I received a specimen on December 5, which was shot

a few miles south of Alix.

Bubo virginianus pallescens. Western Great Horned Owl.

Near Buffalo Lake on May 16, I found a pair of young

Owls of this species sitting in an old hawk's nest which was

placed in a high and leafless poplar. Mr. George Cook

ascended the tree with climbing-irons and brought me the

birds, which were well grown. The remains of a Shoveller

Duck and Blue-Avinged Teal lay in the nest and a few small

bones of various birds.

At the present date they are full-grown and thriving

in my barn, and are quite tame. Whilst Cook was looting

the nest the female frequently sat just above his head

uttering croaks sounding like " werk/' "werk," but the

male kept at a distance.

I caught a fine bird in a gin-trap on October 21 close

to the house, and received a living specimen on November 2

caught near Alix. Both these birds are now in the barn,

and feed readily on rabbits, musk-rats, etc. This species

is fairly common in this locality and can often be heard

calling at night.

Nyctea nyctea. Snowy Owl.

I heard lately that a pair of birds had been seen near

Mirror in November, and believe it is a regular, though rare,

winter migrant to this locality. I have seen two mounted

specimens which were probably obtained locally, but they
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possess no data. Mr. George Cook presented me with a

fine living specimen on December 13^ whicli is still with me.

Surnia ulula caparoch. Hawk-Owl.

I received a pair in the flesh on September 17, shot near

Alix. I have also a living specimen which had damaged its

wing against the telephone-wires and up to the present time

(December) has quite recovered in captivity. This species

I believe to be common here. Fisher states that the note is

a shrill cry^ which is uttered while the bird is on the wing.

My specimen gives voice to a melodious " wheup^ oop, oop,

oop, oop, oop/' generally at dusk.

Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher.

I have only seen a single specimen, which was sitting on

the telegraph-wires close to Alix on August 5.

Dryobates villosus leucomelas. Northern Hairy Wood-

pecker.

A fairly common resident throughout the year.

Sphyrapicus varius varius. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.

In the early spring this species is a quiet migrant, but

towards the nesting-season is the reverse of silent. It

is fairly plentiful in this locality, and I found numerous

nests, which are usually situated from twenty or more feet

up the tree-trunk. I was presented on July 15 with four

young birds, which my wife and I reared on house-flies,

wasp-grubs, and hard-boiled eggs. We also found, as their

name gave us to expect, that they were very partial to

syrup and water, which they greedily swallowed. Insecti-

vorous food arriving from home enabled our pets to get

through a successful moult, and by October 28 we could see

a few red feathers on the beads of the two male specimens.

Unfortunately we lost three of these birds, due chiefly to the

sudden cold weather, but my remaining specimen continues

to do well. A female flew into my shack on July 27, which

I released later.
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Colaptes auratus luteus. Northern Flicker or Golden-

winged Woodpecker.

I noticed a specimen feeding on an ant-heap on April 21,

and after this date they became quite common. Through-

out the nesting- season I found many borings for nest-holes.

They seem to migrate early in the autumn.

Tyrannus tyrannus. Kingbird.

I observed a pair near Alix on April 4. Eggs were

found on June 10 near Alix by a friend, and on the village

lake I found a nest with four eggs and two others with

well-fledged young. This species is a common summer

resident.

Corvns brachyrhynchus hesperis. Western Crow.

This was almost the only bird observed during our run

from Halifax to Calgary, flying about singly or in small

flocks, generally close to the towns and villages en route.

It is one of the commonest birds in this locality and is

most destructive to game. I noticed many nests of ducks

and other birds destroyed by crows. Several nests were

observed placed in low bushes about six or eight feet from

the ground. I found three crows' nests on May 21 close to

Alix, all containing five eggs highly incubated. The birds

were very tame, and fiercely mobbed me until I shot three.

Pica pica hudsonia. Magpie.

I observed a pair of Magpies close to the house on

September 12, and another pair on October 20 in the same

locality.

Molothrus ater ater. Cowbird.

At Alix a few of these birds arrived on April 17, where

they are common summer visitants. A friend found an egg

in the nest of a Clay-coloured Sparrow with three of the

rightful owner's, near Alix on June 10, and I found two

eggs in a Song-Sparrow's nest, which held five of the latter's,

in the same locality on June 14.
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Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Yellow-headed Blackbird.

This species nests commonly around Buffalo Lake in the

reeds. I first noticed nests with eggs on June 3.

Agelseus phceniceus fortis. Thick-billed Red-winged Black-

bird.

In company with the Yellow-headed Blackbird this species

also nested abundantly in the district and in almost every

slough around Alix. I found eggs on June 2 at the former

place, and many more elsewhere subsequently.

Sturnella neglecta. Western Meadowlark.

A very common summer resident everywhere. I did not

succeed in finding any nests of this species.

It has a most striking and musical song, and prefers to

sing from a telegraph-pole or fence-post.

Quiscalus quiscala quiscala. Purple Grackle.

I observed this species in fair numbers at Buffalo Lake

and Alix. At the former place I found several nests on

June 2 ready for eggs, and on June 10 two clutches of

three eggs.

Passer doinesticus domesticus. House-Sparrow,

At Haunted Lakes on April 17 I saw three or four

pairs of this species and a few in Alix, but on December 2

this number had increased to over thirty. I did not observe

any at Bufi'alo Lake.

Astragalinus tristis tristis. Goldfinch.

Not a very common summer visitant. I first observed a

pair on July 3 at Alix.

Plectrophenax nivalis nivalis. Snow-Bunting.

A flock of ten appeared near the house on November 16

and they have since been numerous throughout the district.
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Passerculus sandwichensis alaudinus. Western Savannah

Sparrow.

Fairly comnaon around Buffalo Lake, Avhere I found a

clutch of four eggs, cleverly concealed in the grass, on

June 3, and on June 14 another clutch of five eggs with

two Cowbirds' eggs near Alix. This bird is rather shy, and

on this account may be more abundant than would appear

to be the case. .

Spizella pallida. Clay-coloured Sparrow.

I was shown a nest with three eggs and one of a Cowbird

near Alix on June 10, and another on the 14th with young

just hatched.

Jiinco hyemalis hyemalis. Slate-coloured Junko.

I did not observe this species until September 23, when

there were many flying about close to the house.

Zamelodia ludoviciana. Rose-breasted Grosbeak.

Rare. I only saw three specimens early in May near

Alix. I was surprised at the sweetness of the song.

Petrochelidon lunifrons lunifrons. Cliflf-S wallow.

Under the eaves of a barn at Dartmoor (about 2^ miles

west of Alix) a number yearly build their nests in June.

Iridoprocne bicolor. Tree-Swallow.

Mr. George C^ook showed me several coflFee-pots with the

spouts removed, in which these swallows nested every year

in front of his house at Buffalo Lake. These birds also nest

in old woodpeckers' nests of the smaller species, and I saw

the Swallow at Alix in May hunting" round the woods near

the house for nesting-holes. Mr. Atkinson and I found a

nest by the roadside, near Buffalo Lake, in a hole in an old

burnt poplar stump on June 3. It was plentifully lined

with feathers, but had no eggs. I also found a nest at

Haunted Lakes too high up to examine.
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Riparia riparia. Bank-Swallow.

A few pairs nested in a railway-cutting near Haunted

Lakes in June.

Bombycilla garrula. Bohemian Waxwing.

Dr. Henry George informed me that a pair of these birds

nested this year in a garden at Red Deer, and Mr. George

Cook has a skin which was obtained near Buffalo Lake

on January 19 this year; he had also found a nest on

June 8, with tour young birds, in same locality. One was

dead in the nest, but the rest were ready to fly. He further

stated that these birds were plentiful during January and

September.

Troglodytes aedon parkmani. Western House-Wren.

Fairly abundant. On June 23 I was shown a nest which

had been built in the string-box attached to a reaping

machine. It was a very bulky structure made of small twigs,

plentifully lined with fowls' feathers and horse-hair. It

contained six eggs. I found another nest, near Alix, which

was merely a collection of a few feathers and horse-hairs

built in a hole in a small decayed poplar-tree, and another in

June in a large stump which held young birds.

Telmatodytes palustris iliacus. Prairie Marsh-Wren.

Mr. Atkinson and 1 found numerous nests of this species

in the reeds around Buffalo Lake, but none held eggs. The

birds, nevertheless, were always very noisy but shy.

Penthestes hudsonius hudsonius. Hudsonian Chickadee.

A common resident. Except in the nesting-season tliey

keep in small flocks and are very tame. I found a nest with

young in a hole in a dead poplar, about three feet from the

ground, near the house on May 30.

Planesticus migratorius propinquus. Western Robin.

Plentiful around Alix, but I failed to observe any at

Buffalo Lake. I saw many young birds but no nests.


